Some Things to Consider During Observations

The classroom:

· What is the floor plan—how are desks arranged?  Do students have assigned seats?

· How many students are in the class?  How many girls?  How many boys?

· Are there bulletin boards, chalk boards, white boards, projectors, computers?  How many? How are they used?

Opening activities:

· What is the first activity in the class?  Taking attendance?  How is that done?

· Is there an agenda on the board? 

· How does the teacher introduce the lesson?

· Do students have their own books?

Instructional strategies:

· What strategy does the teacher use? Lecture?  Collaborative group work?  Combinations?

· Do students participate?  How?

· What materials are used?  Is there any sort of media presentation (videos, PPT, etc.)?

· Try to infer a lesson plan from class activities, and then ask the teacher if you might look at one of his or her lesson plans to test your observational skills.

Texts:

· What books is s/he using? A textbook? An anthology? Individual copies of plays or novels?

Assignments and assessment:

· What sort of assignments does the teacher give? 

· What assessment tools are being used?  How are they used?  

· What sorts of activities do students seem to like the most?  What do they seem to struggle with?

An interview with your teacher (if this is possible):

· What led him or her to decide on a career in teaching?

· What about English Studies was most attractive or compelling?

· What are the most exciting features of teaching?

· What are the most challenging?

· What are the least desirable?

· What advice for students preparing to teach might this teacher have?

